An area that you've been ap- 
proaching with a general and 
lackadaisical attitude requires you 
to commit. and become more spe- 
cific. You've had enough time to 
gather the info to make a choice. 


Some of your wires are exposed 
and crackling and receptive to 
connections. Whatever it is that 
you seek from the social realm can 
be yours if you act decisively and 
follow your intuition. Confidence! 


A discomfort or nagging miasma 
will dissipate this week and the 
sun will shine for you in a new 
way. Try to distance yourself from 
people that make you feel guilty 
for doing things you like to do. 


Warmth will radiate from you 
this week that is ‘tonic to hungry 
hearts. Be patient with sad folks, 
but give no more of yourself than 
you feel comfortable giving. Save 
the greatest kindness for you. 


A fog of chatter will follow you 
this week, potentially confusing 
you or changing your velocity. 
Strap on some earplugs and fol- 
low your internal compass if you 
hope to get anything done. 


A small vulnerability will blossom 
inside of you this week. Accept 
help and advice where you see fit, 
but don't-let anyone take you for 
a ride. You may be vulnerable, but 
you are also strong and smart. 


Certain of your desires will start 
screaming for satisfaction this 
week, and it may be easier to bend 
with the wind than stand firm and 
snap. The willow can survive a 
storm that kills. a mighty oak. 


Treat yourself to something pretty 
this week. Visit the museum. Ride 
your bike out to a bridge and 
watch the sun set. There's an ex- 
tra dash of poetry in the world for 
you if you know where to look. 


You're the rock in the current this 
week, and what youchoose to do 
will influence those around you, 
especially a Cancer..Be mindful 
of the eddies and whirlpools that 
spiral from your hands. 


You may meet someone who 
shares a dark desire or ambition 
with you this week. If you join 
forces, you will be successful, but 
you may loose a small part of 
yourself in the process. 


Diplomacy is the name of the 
game. You may find yourself en- 
gaging with a new art form or a 
new location, and-new acquain- 
tances will be genuinely curious 
and delighted by you. Trust. 


Honesty is a torch that may be un- 
pleasant to look at in the darkness, 
but it can lead you safely through 
a mysterious uncertainty. Trust in 
brutal honesty and eschew white 
lies this week. It will not be easy. 
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@@@@E@@EE@@ 
r it's wacky facts. 
oP ip) @@@@@@@@@ 
@ Condoms are hundreds of years old, and 
were originally made from intestines. @ Pen- 
nies and nickels cost more to make than they 
are worth, and cost our country hundreds of 
millions of dollars to mint every year. @ Buzz 
Aldrin pissed on the moon almost immedi- 
ately after stepping out onto the surface. 
@ Powerful earthquakes can change the 
length of our days slightly. @ Roy C. Sullivan, 
a US Park Ranger, was struck by lightening 7 
times and survived. He died from a gunshot, 
killing himself over unrequited love. @ 
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howling at you 
whenever 


Ritual 
to do the thing 
that keeps not working 


-Emily Centipede 


So we all got that thing we want to 
happen or work out that keeps not work- 
ing out or happening the way we’d like. 
Some of us have several such somethings. 
Obviously there is no general cure all to 
get the thing done, but there is a way of 
looking differently at the thing that may 
open up a solution, like a glass key bathed 
in sunlight, throwing rainbows from its 
facets, slowly turning until the sky rolls at 
your feet. Ya dig? 


Let’s say for example you really want to 
find a fulfilling and successful romantic re- 
lationship. You can chose your own exam- 
ple if this doesn’t apply. Hold in your head 
a concept of what that would look like to 
you. Flesh out all of the details that you 
need for it to meet your criteria. Got it? Do 
you have a very clear concept? Have you 
woven a little magpie nest out of this or 
that attribute or this and that situation? A 
bit of hay from this one partner you dated, 
a thing like that one character in a book 
you really like, twigs from a farmhouse 
you saw by the river, tall blue bookshelves, 
curtains wafting, cicadas, wood stove, a 
dog that you share with another person, 
endless summer afternoons? Trust and 
love. A garden. A song. Do you have all of 
that? Well that’s your problem right there! 
The longer we go without the thing we 
want to happen, the more we doodle in 
the details. But listen: you can either live 
in a world over which you have no control, 
or control a world in which you can never 
live. There's no middle ground here. 


The more you flesh it out, the more 
you're just training your heart like a dog, 
to say the right things to get this or that 
person to like you, buying extra copies of 
the book you give to people you're dat- 
ing regardless of who they are, preparing 
the stories of your life meticulously, tell- 
ing them slightly better every time you're 
falling, recreating yourself to be the other 
half of the thing you want to happen in 
the way you've come to interpret it hap- 
pening. And it drifts, and it warps, and it 
becomes something altogether different. 
You be an expert at crafting the prettiest 
box, painting it just so, dove-tailing the 


Volume 4, Issue 158 
July 12 - 18, 2016 


joints and sanding them 'til they shine like 
glass, but that’s all you’re making is a box. 
There's nothing inside of it. 


To succeed at the thing you want to 
happen, it can be an exceedingly pro- 
ductive exercise to intentionally forget 
everything you think you know about 
what it will look like. In the rising and fall- 
ing pages of previous attempts, you may 
have picked up bad habits or certain men- 
tal ruts that continue to bring you to the 
same limbo, that same lack of realization, 
the chilling familiarity of a dead nest. So 
next time you meet a new person, if in- 
deed it is, for example, your goal to find 
a successful romantic relationship, push 
your concept of what it should look like 
far away. Bury it. You can put it in that box 
you've gotten so good at making, and 
come back for it later if this ritual does not 
work, or if perhaps you discover that you 
like living with a perfect, unrealized con- 
cept more than a flawed and visceral real- 
ity. That's valid too, just do it mindfully and 
don't let your choices be made by habits. 


Forget what your perfect partner 
looks like. Forget their voice. Forget their 
fingers tracing the contours of your face 
under an umbrella by the sea. Forget that 
one awesome thing that one person you 
know used to do for you before they died. 
Forget falling to sleep holding their hand 
and waking up in the morning still hold- 
ing their hand. These things are all beau- 
tiful and worth cherishing, remembered 
in their own right, but you can’t expect 
them. Other weird and beautiful things 
will creep in from dimensions you never 
thought of if you leave the box buried and 
enter this new person with an empty and 
observant heart. 


Keep the past in the past, lest you turn 
into a pillar of salt. You can do the thing 
if you open yourself to it happening in 
an unexpected way. Start with training 
wheels. Try to walk through an entire af- 
ternoon without expecting anything and 
see how many surprises you find. | believe 
in you. <3 
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& Aniful Gifts 


UNIQUE WaARES By 
CREATIVE MAKERS 
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WEST PHILADELPHIA 


5009 BALTIMORE AVENUE 
215.471.7700 vIXEMPORIUM.COM 


Really 


Get to Know 
Use the code SECRET 
your Food! for $15 off your first 


order. Visit 


to check out the most 
customizable farm 
share in Philadelphia 


719 South 4th Street , 


MARKET & CAFE 


Philly’s Premier Organic Market Since 1969 


Home Goods 
Art 


410 Fitzwater St 
Queen Village 


Furniture 
Fashion 


(267) 281-4228 


BookingEL@yahoo.com 
1356 N Front St - Fishtown 
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Small-batch distiller of Whiskey, Gin, Rum, Liqueur, Brandy 


2440 Frankford Ave. Philadelphia - 257-825-4590 
RowhouseSpirits.us 


Open for retail sales Thurs-Sat: Noon-6:00pm 
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holly firesheets 


cummask.tumblr.com 
insta: cum.mask 


Squidling Bros. Presents: 


Return to the Ellen Powell Tiberino Museum 


Freaks! Fire! Aerial Acrobatics! 
Puppets! Clowns! and Stunts! 


Friday July 15 


13 & Spruce 

person- Yeah | just got here. Where's 
the cheesesteaks at in this mother- 
fucker? 


Ahimsa House 
gal 1- Did you get those mosquito 


| bites at the gay beach? 


gal 2- No, | got them from the porch. 

gal 1- The mosquitos are straight. 
They're not allowed. 

gal 2- They'll take gay blood, unlike 
the Red Cross, AM | RIGHT?! Ayyy! I'm 
putting that in my stand up routine. 


B & Lehigh 
junkie- That fucking doctor's a junkie 
too. 


Bar(n) 

lil dude- Let's go to my car, | got some 
Fishtown weed. 

big dude- Man, fuck that. | been 
smokin' Fishtown weed since | was 
11... ELEVEN! 


cup overfloweth 
last tampon five years ago 
bloody silicone 


Two water balloons 
Where luscious breasts once jiggled. 
| miss period boobs. 


red clam you haunt me 
when will she open her mouth 
rejoice! blow job week 


Around Town 

gal- Do you even know what a uterus 
is? 

guy- Yeah, It's like your balls but 
they're inside, right? 

gal- Huh, | don't think so, but | don't 
know. 

guy- If you get a sex change they can 
make your balls into a uterus. 

gal- Oh! Is that how they do that?! 


Another room in my house 

gal- Have | just not been wearing 
pants all day? 

guy- No. Zero pants. 

gal- Fantastic. 


South Street 
person- Hey! Can anyone tell me 
where the free samples are? 
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- ,KEEPOVERHEARD ALIVE! , * 
: * send in the good bits: * ‘ 
° text 603 203 4766 . 


forgot to take pills 
maybe | won't bleed this time 
fuck me, never mind 


custom lingerie 
kept safe from my gushing blood 
until next month comes 


en route to the woods 
portapotty squatting mess 


stomach grumbles blood 


thiry one years old 
can't keep undies from blood stains 
get it together 


yay new underwear 
oh shit surprise period 
one more bites the dust 


Be gone-redtempest. 
Cells ensnared white-bloodsicle. 
His balls remain blue: 


It's that time again, 
the eve of my discontent 
Oh, how | suffer. 


| might never learn 
One hundred and ninety two 
Cycles. Blood still stains. 


morning tampon change 
plop plop two cotton wads drop 
was that inside.me? 


An-egg neglected, 
uterus cries for vengeance, 
She pees, blood typhoon. 


Time for another 
Toilet paper maxipad 


| felt it just now... 
Like giving birth to pudding 


Fresh out of tampons 


| wear a tampon 
Blood flows out of vagina 
Now it is over 
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across 


1.A faceless, inhibiting fear 

5. Destroy the value 

10. Of questionable veracity 

14. If you forget sunblock, remember this 

15. Bejeweled coronet 

16. Central and integral component 

17. Small, informative periodical 

19. A distinctly marked period 

20. Boy child 

21. Every god-damned one 

22. British spelling of 1/1000 of a kilogram 

24. LAKH. | can’t think of a fair clue 

25. Groups of teams 

26. Banded metamorphic rock 

29. Spring color 

30. English Enlightenment philosopher 

31. A small thicket of trees 

32. Creative output 

35. Tribe in the Sioux Nation, centered 
in Oklahoma 

36. Lacking all traces of truth 

37. Remain 

38. Sebaceous cyst 

39. Anagram for northeast-most state 

40. Exhausted 

41. Smaller, local band 

43. Room dedicated to a purpose 

44. Arch-enemies 

46. What a dragon sneeze can do 

47. A state in eastern India 

48. Something in your back pack 

49. Transference of “it” status 

52. Ability to navigate socialization well 

53. Absolution from a failing 

56. etcetera 

57. Drag nets to gather fish 

58. You radius’ partner 

59. Banana senator 

60. Sharp tongued and mischievous 

61. Literal antonym and figurative 
synonym to sucked 


Travia Tire 


1- What vitamin is found in ascorbic acid? 


1. Disallows 

2. Margarine 

3. Worn with a mortarboard 

4. Affirmative consent cue 

5. Big meat coins 

6. Pine blood 

7. Promise 

8. Smoldering rage 

9. Generosity with gifts 

10. Followed the great comet extinction 

11. Devised 

12. Knowingly bestow unwarranted guilt 

13. Affirmatives 

18. Rental papers 

23. Speed 

24. Thumbs up 

25. Temporary regression 

26. Inner radiance 

27. Short missive 

28. Thoughtful about needless 
expenditure 

29. Purveyors of the best seltzer 

31. Sugar sticks 

33. Hindu queen 

34. Genus of the barn owl 

36. 2 words. Highly regarded 
creative output 

37. Goad 

39. Disorganization 

40. Rubber ink bestower 

42. Partner to the mortar 

43. According with custom 

44. Well known 

45. Muse of lyric poetry 

46. What a crock pot does 

48. Anagram of said 

49. Cashier's receptacle 

50. Steak dressing brand 

51. Wear at with your teeth 

54. The better the pitcher, the lower this 

55. Vat 


SHOP NEW BAGS 
RELOADBAGS.COM 


608 N 2ND ST 
PHILLY 


LAST 


TIME’S 


JAM 


O;M/Alz\|m\a 


o/rjo|m 
Mm\Z/O|H 


: “Paradise is : 
: a world where everything : 
is a sanctuary & ; 
nothing is a gun.” 


2- In Scooby-Doo, what.was Shaggy's last name? 7 
3- How many days.are in a fortnight? : ; : 
4- Where did Rocky hide his gym locker combination? : -Danez Smith : 
5- Name the North Star? 


The Ellen 
3819 Hamilton St. 
Philadelphia, PA 


8pm $15 


Congealed blood, | think 
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printed every fourth or fifth weeks ANSWERS ON BACK 
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